309. SPEECH AT CONGRESS MEETING
A meeting of the Natal Indian Congress was held in the Congress Hall,
Durban to comider the advisability of raising an Indian ambulance corps to
help the Government during the %ulu rebellion. Dawad Mahomed, Chairman
of the Congress, presided. This speech by Gandhiji is extracted from a press
report of the meeting at which others also spoke,
DURBAN,
April 24, 1906
Mr. Gandhi referred to the part that the Indians had taken during
the Boer war. He said that the meeting was not concerned with the
general question of Indian volunteering. He thought that the Govern-
ment were neglecting a plain duty to the Colony in not utilizing the
defensive force they had at their disposal in the Indian community. Mr.
Watt had stated that he would not be defended by an Indian and at
the same time said that he would use the Indian for digging trenches.
We had the late Mr. Escombe's word for it that the digging of trenches
and the nursing of the wounded were just as honourable and necessary
as the shouldering of a rifle. But they had nothing to do that evening
with Mr. Watt's views. They had to consider whether they should,
during the present crisis, offer to the Government their assistance, how-
ever humble it might be. It was true they were labouring under dis-
abilities and they were irritated. Opinions, too, may differ as to the cause
of the Native revolt. But it was their duty not to be prejudiced by any
such thoughts. If they claimed rights of citizenship, they were bound to
take their natural share in the responsibilities that such rights carried
with them. It was, therefore, their duty to assist in averting the danger
that threatened the Colony. The Indians had done good work during
the Boer war. It was recognised by General Buller, and the speaker
advised that a similar offer should be made to the Government this
time also.
Mr. Advocate Gabriel then moved the following resolution:
This Meeting of British Indians, assembled under the auspices of the Natal
Indian Congress, hereby authorises the Chairman to send an offer to the
Government, in connection with the Native rising, of the same nature as during
the Boer war.
Mr. Lazarus Gabriel asked whether those who might vote for the
resolution bound themselves to offer their services. Mr. Gandhi said
such was not the meaning of the resolution. But every member who
voted for it would be bound to assist in making the movement a success.
It was for the members present to form a corps, should the Government
be pleased to accept the offer.
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